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Council 
Tuesday, 4th April, 2023 
 
Place: Council Chamber - Civic Offices 
  
Time: 7.00 pm 
  
Committee Secretary: Gary Woodhall         Tel: (01992) 564470 

Email: democraticservices@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
 
  

 15. JOINT ARRANGEMENTS & EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS  (Pages 135 - 140) 
 

  (a) To receive from Council representatives the reports (attached - if any) on the 
business of joint arrangements and external organisations and to receive answers to 
any questions on those bodies which may be put without notice; and 
 
(b) To request written reports from representatives on joint arrangements and 
external organisations for future meetings. 
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Report on Grange Farm Centre Trust 
 

1. I am pleased to present a short report on the activities of the Trust over the last year. 
 
2. By way of background the Trust is managed by 9 Trustees 3 nominated by EFDC (Cllrs. Mary 
Sartin, Rasni Holden and myself) , 2 Nominated by ECC ( Robert Church and Marshall Vance)and 4 
Co-Opted Trustees led by the Trust Chair Trevor Johnson. 
 
3.There is no doubt that the Trust goes from strength to strength in providing an important social and 
recreational facility for those who can benefit from the Trust. 
 
4.Some 14 community groups use the community halls and much use is made of the facilities by 
Voluntary Action Epping Forest who also receive a subsidy from the Trust assisting VAEF in its very 
varied activities which fall within the Trust’s Objects. 
 
5.Part of the Trust purpose is also to assist Colebrook Royals Football Club in the provision of football. 
The Club now has some 32 teams which includes 2 girls teams, 1 veterans team and an increasing 
number of under 7 teams. 
 
6. From a recreational aspect the Meadows provides a wonderful area of open space, grass and 
woodlands, for enjoyment of the public at large and the Pelican Playground a very popular facility 
particularly for Mums and Tots during Spring – Autumn. 
 
7. Finally the 3 permanent staff ensure that the whole site is maintained to a very high standard. The 
Trust operates in full accordance with the Charity Commission requirements and the Trustees 
collectively ensure that high standards of management prevail in all the Trust undertakings. 
 
Cllr. Richard Morgan – Trustee. 
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Report to Council                                                                                         4th April 2023 

Lee Valley Regional Park Authority                     Cllrs S Heather and M Sartin 

 

April 2022 saw the start of a new Leisure Services Contract with Greenwich Leisure Ltd to 
manage the Authorities main sports venues. GLL has taken on responsibility for VeloPark, 
the White Water Centre, Hockey and Tennis Centre, the Athletics Centre at Edmonton, 
Riding Centre, and the new Ice Centre. The contract further cements the future of these 
venues and is part of a commitment to the many communities served by the Park Authority. 
As part of the partnership Lee Valley Regional Park Authority will continue to invest in the 
venues to ensure that they go from strength to strength, delivering real impact for 
communities.  

2022 was the tenth anniversary of London 2012 and saw an exhibition set up at Lee Valley 
VeloPark which was opened by Dame Laura Kenny and Paralympians Neil Fachie MBE and 
Lora Fachie MBE. Other activities included a new walks programme, a series of installations 
across the park challenging visitors to run or jump Olympic distances and the publication of a 
new document detailing the authorities’ contribution to the sporting legacy of the Games.  

As part of the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games the Velopark hosted the track 
cycling events. This saw the venue becoming the only one in the world to have hosted an 
Olympics, Paralympics, World Championship and Commonwealth Games in the same sport. 
More than 30,000 people saw seven sessions of top track action in what was the largest and 
most complex event the venue had held since 2012, a tangible demonstration of the legacy 
from London 2012. The venue hosted a leg of the Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton 
Relay which also included the Lee Valley White Water Centre.  

Other major events have included the Track Champions League finale in December at Lee 
Valley VeloPark which attracted 11,000 people, the International Hockey Federation Pro 
League at Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre with crowds of 7,000 and a two day music 
festival on the Showground site at Waltham Abbey which attracted 26,000 people. 

The park’s open spaces retained seven London in Bloom awards including for the 
Gunpowder Park and Waltham Abbey Gardens as well as nine Green Flags which included 
the River Lee Country Park and the Gunpowder Park. Access to high quality open space has 
never been so important and the authority staff have worked tirelessly to ensure that they 
are providing the very highest of standards for visitors. These awards are not only a fitting 
tribute to all the staff but also to the many volunteers who work extremely hard to maintain 
these vital open spaces on our doorstep. 

There is a continuing programme of improvements in the Authority’s open spaces with a 
£6m programme in place for the next five years which includes St Paul’s Field near Nazeing 
and sites across the Valley. 

The main project this year has been a new £30m Lee Valley Ice Centre on Lea Bridge Road, 
Leyton. This is a replacement for the old centre which had reached the end of its operational 
life after 34 years. The new centre is one of only three in the country which have two 
Olympic-sized rinks and is expected to attract half a million visitors a year, double that of the 
old Lee Valley Ice Centre which could not cope with demand. The centre also has a gym, 
dance studios, community spaces and café.  

Alongside elite level facilities for top skaters there will be public skating sessions where 
anyone can come and skate, plus ice dancing, synchronised skating, ice hockey and ice 
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discos. The centre will also be home to clubs and ice hockey teams. Work on the new venue 
is almost complete and it is expected to open in May. 

The Authority continues to invest in its other venues. A £480,000 replacement Mondotrack® 
at Lee Valley Athletics Centre has been installed to replace the worn old indoor track. The 
meeting rooms at Lee Valley White Water Centre have been upgraded to increase the 
Authority’s ability to attract business bookings which will help its long-term financial 
sustainability. New funding has been agreed for a project which will include a new 
community gym, refurbished fitness studio, changing rooms and a strength and conditioning 
suite at Lee Valley Athletics Centre.  

Work is continuing to explore the possibility of an inland surfing destination at Lee Valley 
Leisure Complex in Edmonton and there has been investment in visitor accommodation with 
improvements to existing campsites including those at Dobbs Weir and Sewardstone Road 

A new Environment Policy will shape the Authority’s commitment to dealing with the climate 
emergency. An £800,000 project to replace lights at Lee Valley VeloPark with LEDs will 
reduce energy bills and the venue’s carbon footprint and other sites are being explored for 
similar changes. 
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Loughton Broadway Town Centre Partnership 
 
The Loughton Broadway Town Centre Partnership (BTCP) has continued to meet every two 
months. Judy Lovell, from the Restore Community church, who had chaired the BTCP for 
several years, resigned at the AGM in July, prior to moving to Wivenhoe. We all appreciated her 
conscientious commitment to the Broadway community, both in her six years at Restore’s hub, 
and in her continuing to chair after it closed in 2018. Rose Brookes agreed to step in as an 
interim chair for a few months to keep the Partnership going until a more suitable chair could be 
found.  
 
These are challenging times for High Streets all over the country as the pandemic has only 
served to speed up changes to the population’s shopping habits. The success of the Epping 
Forest Shopping Park just a short distance away makes boosting footfall a particular challenge. 
The BTCP has chosen to concentrate on community activities involving various local partners. 
 
Santa Claus came to town in early December when students from New City College designed 
and built a Pop-Up Santa’s Grotto in the recently closed EFDC Housing office. The Loughton 
Bookshop, the Debden Trader’s Association and many local residents made generous 
donations so the visit to Santa was free, and all children received a good quality book. We were 
able to use St. John’s on the Broadway opposite for face painting and other activities. The 
Thomas Willingale Primary School at the end of the Broadway, where currently Pupil Premium 
numbers are at 38 per cent, made special efforts to promote it amongst their parents. Many 
College students and staff, local Councillors and volunteers stewarded the event.  
 
At Christmas a higher number than usual of the shops decorated their windows in Loughton 
Town Council’s annual competition. The BTCP decided to build on the success of this by 
organising their own shop window competition for the forthcoming Coronation. Local primary 
school children are also being asked to design a card to send to King Charles. Prizes will 
include books remaining in Santa’s sack and Coronation mugs.  
 
In September Jordan Dapaah, of EFDC, came to talk to the Partnership about the proposed 
improvements to the Broadway. We are looking forward to Councillor Lee Scott, Highways 
Cabinet member for Essex County Council and who also represents the Broadway, attending 
our meeting in May.  
 
The Partnership would like to thank Epping Forest District Council for the support it receives and 
are particularly grateful to Lorraine Gibson, Kevin Milligan and Rachel Smith for their help with 
various events. 
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